Commentary on Acts, Chapter 3 by Chuck Smith 22JAN23

Pastor John Donovan, cell phone 508-380-0471
Pastor Terry Gerlarneau, cell phone 603-455-4399
Web site todbc.org  email us at opendoorbiblechurch@todbc.org

January memory verse Isaiah 55:11 (NKJV)
So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to
Me void, But it shall accomplish what | please, And it shall prosper in the
thing for which I sent it.

Commentary on Acts, Chapter 3 by Chuck Smith 22JAN23

Shall we turn to Acts, the third chapter.
Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour (Act 3:1).

The day started at six o'clock in the morning, sun up, so the ninth hour would be three o'clock in the
afternoon. At two-thirty in the afternoon the evening sacrifices were offered. They did not go to the temple
for the sacrifices. Following the sacrifices as the smoke of the sacrifice was ascending into heaven, it would be
the hour of prayer and the people would stand and praise the Lord or pray unto God as the smoke of the
sacrifices ascended heavenward. | think it's significant that they didn't go for the sacrifice; they knew that that
was no longer valid. But they waited for the hour of prayer and went into the temple.

In the early church in Jerusalem, Christianity was not considered separate from the Jews except for the belief
that Jesus was the Messiah. There's a common misconception among Jews today that to become a Christian
you have to become a non-Jew. That was not so in the early church. They remained very Jewish. Going to the
temple, worshiping in the temple, observing still; the feast, however, the feast now to them had an entirely
new meaning. But they did not seek to make a radical break from Judaism. But only seek to proclaim that
Jesus Christ is indeed the Messiah that God had promised.

With Peter and John you have contrasting personalities: Peter the doer, and John the dreamer. Peter always
translated everything into activity. Remember the last question that he asked Jesus concerning John, "What
shall this man do?" Peter always thought about doing things. John wasn't a doer; he was a dreamer. And so

the Lord said to Peter, "Look, if | will that he remains till | come again, what's that to you?"

| can imagine that Peter was often irritated with John because John was the dreamer. And it could very well be
that John in turn was very well irritated with all of Peter's activity because the dreamer likes more quiet, and a
serene atmosphere around him. Contrasting personalities, and yet, made one in Christ. That's always the way
it goes; Christ is the common meeting ground for all men. Though we may have contrasting personalities, still
there is that beautiful unity in Christ.

And so we see them going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.

The first characteristic of these men is that they are men of prayer. It is so important that we be men and
women of prayer.
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Now there was a certain lame man from his mother's womb who was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate
of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple (Act 3:2);

The Beautiful gate of the temple is often thought to be the eastern gate of the temple. And here's quite a
contrast, this man lame from birth, an ugly sight, lying at the Beautiful gate begging.

And when he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes
upon him with John, said, Look at us. And so he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them
(Act 3:3-5).

No doubt holding out his hand, which is, of course, the typical gesture of the beggar.
And Peter said, Silver and gold have | none (Act 3:6);

And | imagine that the fellow at that point was disappointed, and probably even wondering, "Well, then why
are you trying to get my attention?" But Peter continued,

such as | have | will give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took him by the
right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. And he leaping
stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God (Act 3:6-8).

This Greek here in the description of his feet and ankle bones and the word leaping up are medical terms.
They are used only here by Luke who was a physician. And he is actually describing a condition of an ankle that
was twisted completely out of joint. Lame probably with the ankle twisted completely and flat ways, because
the word indicates coming into it's socket and being straight. The medical term itself is "being brought back
into its socket and straightened." So here's this man lying there with this crippled condition, unable to walk
from birth because of this problem with an undeveloped anklebone and all, and yet, Peter with that faith that
the Lord planted in his heart took hold of the man and lifted him to his feet and immediately the ankle came
into joint and the man began to leap and praise God. And he walked and entered with them into the temple
walking and leaping and praising God. | can imagine the stir and excitement that this must have created.

And all the people saw him walking and praising God: and they knew that it was the man who sat for alms at
the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to
him. And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all of the people ran together unto them in
the porch which is called Solomon's, greatly wondering (Act 3:9-11).

So here's a very notable miracle that attracted immediately the attention of all the people, because this man
had no doubt been there for years and was a common sight to those who went in to worship. And they saw
this deformed condition of his feet and now the feet are straight; now the man is walking and leaping and
praising the Lord, and he's hugging Peter and John so that the people relate the miracle to Peter and John.
They realized somehow, someway Peter and John are responsible for this man's ability to walk. And so a great
crowd of people, at least 5000 men, gathered there on Solomon's porch, greatly wondering at what had
happened.

And when Peter saw it, he answered the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? (Act 3:12)

They marveled at it because they had lost the sense of the greatness of the God that they served. If they really
believed in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, then that God should do such a thing should not cause them
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to wonder, because they would know that He is the God of miracles by reading the Old Testament. The
guestion is, "Why marvel ye at this? Now other people may marvel at it. The Gentiles may marvel at it. But
you're the sons of Israel; you're the sons of the most high God, why should you marvel at this?" Second
question,

And why do you look so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we have made this man to
walk? (Act 3:12)

People so often relate the work of God with the instrument through which God works. This is wrong. "Why
look ye on us? As though we through our own power or holiness have done this thing." Unfortunately, there
are many evangelists, healing evangelists that try to give off the feeling that it is as a result of their righteous
or their holiness that marvelous works are wrought. | get so tired of these evangelists that come along with
these big spectacular miracle campaigns. Having the sheep come up and say, "Oh, what do you think about
reverend so and so, or brother so and so, you know." "Oh, | hear he's got a meeting over here and people are
being healed and the blind are seeing and all kind of things are going on." | remember awhile back | was told
about one of these evangelists, and it so happened that he was on T.V. So | had had so many people question
me about him, | thought | would listen. And | listened about as long as | could--about five minutes. And | heard
all I needed to know in about five minutes, for this particular evangelist who is now serving time in a federal
penitentiary for several felonies. This particular evangelist was saying, "Do you have faith in me? | have power
with God and all you have to have is faith in me." And he was going on, and | thought that that does it, | don't
need to listen any further.

Several years ago my wife and | went to a meeting up in the Buena Park area. That used to be were all the
evangelists would set up their tents here in Orange County. Another healing evangelist and some people
wanted us to go with them to the meeting, and so we obliged them. And I've never been in such a circus in all
my life. All of the gimmicks in the world to whip the crowd into a frenzy and get them all excited. They were
boasting about all kinds of miracles. In fact, it was called a miracle rally. That particular evangelist ended up
dying from alcoholism in a hotel room in San Francisco. Drawing attention to themselves. I'm always leery
when a person names buildings or universities or evangelistic associations after their own names. | pray, God,
that when He takes me that my name will be quickly forgotten. If they dare put my name of any kind of a
building as a memorial, I'm going to ask the Lord to send an earthquake to shake it down.

"Not unto us, oh Lord, not unto us but unto Thy name bring glory." These men were not looking for a name for
themselves. "Why look on us as though we through our own power or holiness have done this thing?" It's not
that I'm a righteous man, but yet that is often the implication that is given. "l have this power because I'm so
holy; | am so righteous." What's that do for the rest of us who know we're not holy or righteous? We think,
"There's no way | can expect God to do anything for me because I'm not holy or righteous." But that's not so.
For God will work an answer to your prayer and respond to your call just as quick as to the Pope or anyone
else. God is no respecter of persons. Man is a respecter of persons, God isn't. And when | get to heaven | can't
say, "Well, Lord, you know who | am. I'm Chuck Smith. After all, | was pastor of Calvary Chapel and all."
"There's a backseat over there, go sit down, son." Man respects a person; God doesn't.

"Why look ye so earnestly on us, as if by our own power or holiness we have made this man to walk." By
something within us, by something we possess. It's nothing that we have. Peter is saying that, "I'm nothing! |
have nothing! This is the work of God that you are seeing in response to faith that He has given. Not that |
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even have myself." So careful not to receive glory or credit for the work that God had done. For it is foolish to
exalt the instrument.

When we were living out in Los Serranos pastoring the community church out there, we had a lady that had
begun to come to one of the Bible classes that | was teaching in Upland. She said, "Chuck, | want you to
witness to my husband. He is the finest psychiatrist in the whole Pomona Valley area. He's recognized as one
of the greatest neurosurgeons in this area. But he needs help. He needs the Lord. And | want you to witness to
him." So she arranged for Kay and | to come over to their house on a Friday evening to have dinner with them.
Then after dinner, she and Kay disappeared into the kitchen and left Bud and | to talk together. We spent
several hours talking together about God, about life. He professed to be an atheist. He was a very brilliant
man. And we planted seed. And then she had us come over again on a Friday evening. She said that he had
started to do some reading, and that he was beginning to search. So we went over again, and after dinner, she
and Kay disappeared into the kitchen and left Bud and I to talk again. And I finally said, "Bud your a
psychiatrist; you've probably examining and evaluating me in the questions and all that you've been asking
and you've got a pretty good understanding of me by now. You know my attitude towards life, you know the
kind of a person | am, you know the joy that | possess, you know the peace that | have." | said, "Tell me, what
if that Jesus Christ is not the Son of God? What if all that | believe is not true, and the joy that | have and the
peace that | have are based upon a false premise? Yet knowing the joy and the peace that | have as a person,
what do you feel that | have lost by believing what | believe?" And he looked at me very straight and studied
me for a moment and studied the question. And he finally said, "Not a damn thing. | wish | was as happy and
peaceful a person as you are." | said, "Well then, tell me this Bud, what if what | believe is true? What have
you lost by not believing?" He said, "You trapped me, didn't you!" | said, "No, | think the Lord trapped you." So
we got down on our knees and he asked Jesus Christ to take over his life. Had a beautiful conversion
experience as God changed his life dramatically.

The next morning as | got to the office, his wife was waiting for me. She's a very demonstrative person. She
grabbed hold of me and began to just say "Chuck, Chuck, | knew you could do it. | knew you could do it. Oh,
Chuck, it's so wonderful. This morning Bud was reading the Bible before he went. Oh, Chuck, | knew you could.
Oh, Chuck, you're so wonderful." And | said, "Hold on Edie. Wait a minute, wait a minute. Your husband is a
neurosurgeon, isn't he?" And she said, "Oh, yes, he's the finest." | said, "What if after an operation the patient
should come back to his office, and say he has opened up his skull and tied off an aneurysm. So the patient
comes into the office and he picks up the scalpel and says, 'Oh you're such a marvelous scalpel. You did such a
beautiful job in making that incision in my skull. Oh, you're marvelous; you're marvelous. You did such an
excellent job." | said, "Your husband would think that the patient was ready for the couch. Because you don't
exalt the instrument, you exalt the one who used the instrument. Therefore, Edie, exalt the Lord. It was the
Holy Spirit that convicted Bud. It was the Holy Spirit that drew him, and it was the work of God's Spirit within
his life. God just used me as His instrument and that was all that | was, an instrument in God's hands. Don't
give me any credit; don't tell me how wonderful I am. Just know how wonderful God is."

People have the tendency to exalt the instrument because they can see, touch, and feel the instrument.
Though we may feel God, it's hard to see Him and it's hard to touch Him except through the eyes of the Spirit.
And thus, man has the tendency to exalt the instrument rather than God who has used the instrument. But if
you are an instrument that God uses, be careful that you don't take glory for the work of God. "Why look on
us, as though through our power or holiness this man was healed?"
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Now he starts on their level.

The God of Abraham (Act 3:13),
Oh yes, we know Him.
of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers (Act 3:13),

In his preaching he started out at the level that the people understood where they were at. And | think this is
something that we need to learn from. When Paul was asked to give a speech on Mars' hill, there at the
Areopagus, when Paul started his speech to these Epicureans, philosophers, he didn't start off with the
concept of justification by faith. He started his message at the level where the people were at. "Ye men of
Athens, | realize that you men are very spiritual. You're aware of the spirit realm. For as I've been walking
through your streets, all over | see these little idols and these little altars to the various gods. And | happened
to notice one of your altars and inscribed above it was, 'To the Unknown God.' That's the God I'd like to tell
you about. You see, He is the God who created the heaven and the earth and everything that is in them" (Acts
17:22-24). He started out where they were at and then brought them along. Peter is starting out where
they're at. Make sure you start out where people understand and bring them into the spiritual dimensions,
but start out where they are at.

The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his Son Jesus; who you
delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go (Act 3:13).

They were all aware of what had transpired within the year there in Jerusalem. They were all aware of the
crucifixion of Jesus, and it is interesting that Peter here lays the blame squarely upon them. Pilate was wanting
to let Him go. And, of course, in John's gospel this certainly indicated: Pilate's desire to release Jesus. "But
when Pilate was determined to let Him go, you insisted on His death."

You denied the Holy One and the Just One, and you desired a murderer to be granted unto you; and you killed
the Prince of life (Act 3:14-15),

The word prince is probably a poor translation. You remember in Hebrews where it talks about Jesus as the
author and finisher of our faith. That is the very same Greek word that in Hebrews is translated author. The
word literally means, "a file leader," but that word doesn't do too much for us in English. We get a picture in
our minds of the files in the office and the one in front is the file leader. But the word actually means, "one
who is first in a new order." Jesus, the author of the new life, or as we read, "He is the first begotten of those
who rise from the dead." So He is the author, the prince, the file leader of life. That new eternal life that has
been promised to us who believe in Him. He's the author of that eternal life. Even as He is the author and
finisher of our faith, so He is the author of this life that we possess through Him.

What a contradiction, isn't it? "You killed the author of life." It really is a paradoxical type of a sentence. But,
God has raised him from the dead; whereof we are witnesses (Act 3:15).

Now remember, the first sermon that Peter preached was centered in the resurrection. Again, as he has an
opportunity to preach to them, his message centers in the resurrection. Remember when Paul was preaching
there on Mars' hill, he had to get to the resurrection, and when he got to the resurrection is when it broke the
meeting up. They said, "Ah, that's weird. Nobody rises from the dead." It broke up the meeting with the
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Epicurean philosophers. But Peter again is preaching the resurrection. This was the heart of the message of
the early church, that there is hope for eternal life because Jesus rose again. And if Christ is not risen, then
we're still in our sins. And we are in a hopeless condition. Those who have died have perished. And we of all
men are most miserable. But the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation of the Gospel in the New
Testament. Our hope is premised upon the fact that Jesus rose.

So Peter said, "Thanks be unto God who has begotten us again to a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead." It's the heart of the message of the Gospel; you can't take it away. If you do, you have
no Gospel. So Peter gets to this favorite theme, "God has raised Him from the dead whereof we are
witnesses." And so they are bearing witness to the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

And his name (Act 3:16),

The power of the name of Jesus. Jesus said, "If you shall ask anything in My name, | will do it" (John 14:14).
"Henceforth you've asked nothing in My name: ask that you might receive, that your joy may be full" (John
16:24).

There is tremendous power in the name of Jesus. When it falls from the lips of the weakest saint. You're
probably thinking, "Oh, yes, the name of Jesus, but | don't have enough holiness or righteousness to utter that
name." | don't care how weak you are, the power isn't in you; it's in the name of Jesus. You can be weak, that
doesn't matter, the power isn't in you; it's in the name. And so Peter said,

And his name, through faith in his name, hath made this man strong (Act 3:16),

"Now don't look at me. Jesus Christ, the one you crucified, who God raised from the dead, it is His name and
through the faith in His name that this wonder was wrought upon this lame man. He's the one that made the
leg straight; He's the one who gave him the ability to walk."

gave him this perfect soundness [this perfect health, this completeness] in the presence of you all (Act 3:16).

Then he went on to say, " Yes, the faith which is by Him has given him perfect soundness in the presence of
you all."

Now, "the faith which is by Him," notice the preposition. Peter isn't saying, "It was my great faith." Peter is
saying, "It is the faith that is by Him. He's the one who gave me the faith." Christ is the author and finisher of
our faith. We so oftentimes talk about faith as something that we can develop, something that we work up,
something that we can sit and meditate and develop faith or something. And we find ourselves in these
attempts to increase our faith through, more or less, a mesmerization and different ways. "I'm trying to just,
you know, increase my faith."

Faith is a gift. "By grace are you saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves [that is, the faith is not of
yourselves]: it is a gift of God: and not of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9). Even the faith is
a gift. And as Paul is listing the manifestations of the Spirit in | Corinthians 12, and to some there is this gift of
faith that God imparts at certain times for certain conditions.

And it's interesting, because it is a gift of faith there are times that I'm facing a certain situation and | have
complete faith that it's going to work out. | have no qualms, no worries. The Lord has given me faith and I'm
just confident that it's going to work. Now, there are other times I'm facing similar situations and God hasn't
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given me the faith, and I'm worried and I'm wondering what's going to happen now. What if this doesn't
happen? What if that? And it's all troublesome because God hasn't given me the faith in that particular
situation. It's a gift. It isn't something that | just possess can exercise anytime | want. It isn't a "allah kazam"
kind of a magic word that can bring to pass any kind of situation that | desire. It is something that God puts in
my heart in certain times, for certain situations, and it's just glorious when it's there. And it's disastrous when
it isn't there. The gift of faith: it is the faith that is by Him. He's the one who gave me the faith. When Peter
was walking up, he saw that man and the Lord gave him the faith. He said, "Peter, give him what you've got."
What did he have? God gave him at that instant the faith for the man's healing. So Peter said, "Hey, | don't
have silver and gold, but what | have I'll be glad to give you." And took him and lifted him up and said, "In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth stand up." The power of the name. Faith in the name. The faith that God
gave Peter at that moment.

And now, brethren, | know that through ignorance you did it, as did also your rulers (Act 3:17).

Now is Peter addressing them more personally. Talking of the crucifixion of Jesus, he said, "l know that in
ignorance you did it." How did he know that? Because Jesus, when He was being nailed to the cross, said,
"Father, forgive them for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). So, "I know in ignorance you did it. You
didn't know what you were doing." Jesus confessed that. Points out another interesting thing. In a little bit
we'll read that five thousand of them were converted. Five thousand of those who were guilty of crucifying
Jesus, but didn't know what they were doing, are now brought to Jesus Christ to trust in Him as their Lord and
Savior. And the prayer of Jesus was then answered when He was being nailed to the cross and said, "Father,
forgive them; they know not what they do." His prayer was answered on this day when Peter said to these
people, "l know through ignorance you did it."

But those things, which God before had shown by the mouth of all of his prophets, that Christ should suffer,
he hath so fulfilled (Act 3:18).

In other words, that which transpired was not an accident. That which transpired in the crucifixion of Jesus
was something that God had planned, actually, because it was predicted in the scriptures. The suffering of the
Messiah spoken of by the prophets. So then Peter gets to the application.

Repent therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord (Act 3:19);

So his call unto the people for repentance, for conversion, that they might receive forgiveness for their sins
and that glorious work of God's Spirit in the times of refreshing.

And he [that is God] shall send Jesus Christ, which was before preached unto you (Act 3:20):

Jesus is coming again. The Father is going to send Him again. Jesus said, "If | go away, | will come again." Last
week in our lesson, Acts, chapter 1, as Jesus ascended into heaven and they were standing there looking up
into heaven into the cloud that had received Him out of their sight, two men in white apparel standing by said,
"Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye here gazing into heaven? For this same Jesus shall come again in like manner
as you have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts 1:11). He's coming again! God is going to send Jesus Christ who
was preached unto you.
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Whom the heaven must receive until the times of the restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all of the holy prophets since the world began (Act 3:21).

Now upon this one little scripture a whole doctrine has been developed of the final restitution of all things.
And that final restitution of all things will take place when Satan finally kneels down and confesses his guilt
and is brought in again as a child of God and God has finally restored everybody and everything, all sinners and
everybody will be saved. The final restitution of all things. This particular heresy has been based upon this one
little scripture. That he is not referring to the restoration of the wicked at some future date is obvious by the
fact that he said it is something that all of the prophets have spoken about.

And as we go back to the prophets of the Old Testament and they're speaking of the restitution of all things,
what are they referring to? They're referring to the restoration of the nation Israel into divine favor again.
Israel, because of their rejection of God is to be cut off. They are to be dispersed. They are to be scattered into
all of the world. They are to become a curse and a byword. They are to be burned in ovens as the prophets
foretold. But each of them who foretold the awful tragic misery that the Jews would endure during the great
dispersion, they all saw through the darkness to the light on the other side when God would once again take
His unfaithful bride, clean her up, dress her up, and receive her again as His wife. And restore the unfaithful
wife to her previous position. And Hosea and all of the prophets speak to this restoration of God's work and
grace to the nation of Israel and that is what is referred to and not that God is going to restore all of the
wicked, including Satan. That's what all of the prophets speak about. You won't find this other doctrine, the
restitution of all things, that is, all men are to be saved. That is ultimately... you won't find that in any of the
prophets in the Old Testament. But it's always dealing with the nation of Israel. And you remember he's
addressing, "ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this?" So this restitution is God's restitution of His work with
Israel which shall come.

Paul the apostle, in the eleventh chapter of Romans, said, "Blindness has happened to Israel in part until the
fullness of the Gentiles be come in. But at that point, then all Israel will then be saved. For there shall come
the deliverer out of Zion," (Romans 11:25-26) to turn the hearts of the children unto the fathers. And he
makes reference to this restitution of the work of God among the Jewish people that shall take place. Jesus
said, "You're not going to see Me again until you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord"
(Matthew 23:39).

The earth has one more seven-year period to endure. For there were seventy sevens determined upon the
nation Israel to finish the transgressions, to make an end of sin, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to finish up
the prophecies for the Messiah to come, and to anoint the most Holy Place. And there would be sixty-nine
seven-year periods from the time that the prophecy would go forth to restore and rebuild Jerusalem to the
coming of the Messiah the Prince. But that leaves one seven-year period unfulfilled which is yet future. During
this seven-year period, God is going to deal with the nation Israel, and that blindness that had been over their
eyes for almost 2000 years will be removed.

Now, blindness has happened to Israel in part, that is, for the most of them. There are part of them who have
not been blind. There are part of Israel today that God has opened their eyes to see the truth. What
evangelists they usually make when God opens their eyes and they can see that Jesus indeed was the
promised Messiah. But it's amazing how blind that most of the people are. And they really don't know their
own scriptures that well. But they know the traditions, and they know the dietary laws and all, the Sabbaths,
but they're really blind to the true work of God. And having forsaken the way of God, they have gone about to
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establish a righteousness through works, through good works. The Bible tells us that, "By the works of the law
no flesh shall be justified in His sight" (Galatians 2:16). The Bible also tells us, "For without the shedding of
blood there is no remission of sins" (Hebrews 9:22).

God is going to restore Israel. He's going to work again. He's going to put His Spirit upon Israel, according to
Ezekiel, at the time that God destroys the invading Russian army who moves into the Middle East in the last
days to take over the Middle East. In those days, God is going to destroy Russia, and when He does, He'll put
His Spirit on the nation of Israel. The beginning of the end, the last seven years, when God will be working with
Israel. And during this period of time, the world around them will be going through a holocaust. At least the
last three and a half years of this period of time. A time of trouble such as the world has never seen before or
will ever see again. The time of the great Tribulation.

Now, during this time God dealing with the nation of Israel, they will begin to weep over their blindness as a
woman who weeps over the loss of her only son. They will weep that they were blind to the grace and
goodness of God and to the Messiah that God provided. For they will recognize that Jesus indeed is the
Messiah. As they see the scriptures coming to pass as they were predicted, they'll realize that they made a
mistake in their national rejection of Jesus, and they will accept Him, and they will be saying, "Blessed is He
who comes in the name of the Lord." And at that point, Jesus will return with ten thousands of His saints to
establish His kingdom upon the earth. "Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints," and, "When
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory" (Colossians 3:4). As we come
with Him to establish God's kingdom here upon the earth.

So, the heavens must keep Him until the times of restitution of all things which God has predicted in the
prophets since the beginning of the world. All the way back to the Garden of Eden where God promised that
the seed of the woman would bruise the heel of the serpent.

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your own
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all of the things whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall
come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that Prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.
Yea, and all of the prophets from Samuel and those who follow after him, as many as have spoken, have
likewise foretold of these days. And ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made
with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all of the kindreds of the earth be blessed. And
unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you of
his iniquities (Act 3:22-26).

So, God has kept His promises that He has made through the Old Testament prophets. They spoke of these
days; they spoke of the Messiah. And He came. "And it shall come to pass that if you won't hear Him, that
you'll be destroyed from among the people. You are the children of the prophets, and of the covenants that
God made with our fathers. And so, unto you first God has revealed." So Paul, in talking about the Gospel, he
said, "I'm not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is the power of God unto salvation; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek" (Romans 1:16).

The Gospel came to the Jew first. "You shall bear witness on Me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria." To the Jew first, and then to the uttermost parts of the earth. And when the Jew rejected the
Gospel, Paul turned and said, "From henceforth | go to the Gentiles. Since you judge yourselves unworthy of
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eternal life, I'm going to the Gentiles." And the door was opened to us who sat in darkness to come into the
glorious light of God's love and truth.
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